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extremely fond. My adroitness in killing game, my skill in riding on horseback, and the indifference I showed about my person in rain, in wind, or whatever might be the fatigue, endeared me much to the King. Sir William Hamilton,1 who, early in life, had experienced the kindness of my relations to him, returned that kindness in my person, by saying such handsome things of me at Court that I became a universal favourite.
The Margrave, I think, was never so happy as during our stay at Naples : as he excelled in all manly exercises, he was not a little gratified to display me as one accustomed to these sports. The King had never seen a sidesaddle, and was much amused with it, and extremely jocose on seeing that method of riding.2
From Sir William Hamilton I learned that the King's education had been entirely neglected, purposely, by his father ; for Charles, alarmed at the imbecility of his eldest son, the Duke of Calabria, who on that account had been set aside in the succession, ordered particularly, on his departure for Spain in 1759, that this son, who was the third, should not be allowed to apply to severe studies, or attend to any thing which required intense application.
Before the present King had attained his seventeenth year, a wife was provided for him from the Court of Madrid. The Archduchess Josepha, one of the daughters of the Empress Maria Theresa, was selected for him.
1  Sir William Hamilton (1730-1803).   His second wife, Amy Lyon, better known as Emma Harte, the famous mistress of Nelson, was born in 1761 at Hawarden, and died at Calais in 1815.
2  An account of King Ferdinand and his Queen written by Lady Craven during this visit has recently been published by Signer S. di Giacomo,  Custodian  of  the  Biblioteca Lucchesi-Palli.     See Vol.  I, Introduction, p. xvii.n ota.'.uu! witiiutufv,
